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TO COMLANTAREA COGARD NEW YORK NY//AI/AO//

INFO COGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHINGTON DC

ZEN/CCGDSEVEN MIAMI FL//OII//
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CITE: COLOP CG ICC 1-1-96.

SERIAL: IIR 4 XXX XXXX 96; MARINCEN 043/96.

COUNTRY: CUBA (CU); UNITED STATES (US).

SUBJ: IIR 4 XXX XXXX 96/POST EVENT REPORT ON TWO BROTHERS TO

THE RESCUE AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN NORTH OF HAVANA, CUBA

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED
INTELLIGENCE. THIS REPORT IS UNCLASSIFIED, FOR OFFICIAL USE

ONLY.

DOI: 960224.

REQS: R-CGE-2260-01-90; R-CGE-44221.

SOURCE: MASTER AND CREW MEMBER ON BOARD FISHING VESSEL TRI-LINER
DURING USCG BOARDING OFFICER INTERVIEW.

FIRST TIME REPORTING, UNKNOWN RELIABILITY.

SUMMARY: ON 24 FEB 96, TWO CREW MEMBERS ONBOARD F/V TRI-LINER IN
VICINITY OF 23-30N, 082-17W WITNESSED AN AIRCRAFT EXPLOSION AND A
SECOND AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN BY A MISSLE FROM A JET AIRCRAFT,.

TEXT: 1. STATEMENT OF MASTER, TIM S. REILLY

"I WAS ASLEEP WHEN MY CREWMAN WOKE ME UP SHOUTING A PLANE BLOW UP. I
RAN OUTSIDE TO LOOK BUT DIDN'T HAVE MY GLASSES, BY THE TIME I GOT
THEM ON AND CAME BACK OUTSIDE ALL I SAW WAS PART OF A PLANE TUMBLING
DOWN INTO THE OCEAN ABOUT 200-400 YARDS BEHIND THE BOAT. WE DIDN'T
KNOW WHAT TO THINK ABOUT A MINUTE LATER WE TURNED AROUND TO CHECK IT
QUT. IT TOOK ABOUT TWO MINUTES TO GET TO THE SLICK. THERE WAS VERY
LITTLE RECKAGE BUT ONE 1 1/2 FOOT SQUAR ORANGE FLOAT (BOX) WHITT
GREEN DIE OR ANTIFREEZE COMING OUT OF IT WITH A LONG YELLOW ROPE
GOING DOWN. WE WAITED ABOUT 10 MINUTES, NOTHING ELSE CAME UP. WE
STARTED HEADINC NORTH AGAIN.

ANOTHER rLANZ (WHITE SEA PLANE (BIG BELLY) TWO ENGINES CIRCLED
AROUND FROM STARBOARD TO PORT BACK IN FRONT OF US WHEN A JET CAME UP
BEHIND HIM AND SHOT A MISSLE, AND BLOW HIM UP (LARGE FIRE BALL
BEFORE HE HIT THE WATER AND WIDE FIRE ON WATER AFTER HE HIT).

THE WHITE JET THEN TOOK OFF.

A WHITE CRUISE SHIP WAS HEADING WEST. THE SECOND PLANE HIT 3-5 MILES
IN FRONT OF HIM.

WE DID NOT LOOK FOR WREAKAGE OF SECOND PLANE (THINKING IT WAS NAVY
MANEUVERS) BUT I DON'T THINK THERE WAS MUCH LEFT."



. EMENT OF CREW MEMBER, SEAN PATRICK GEARHART
"TIME: ~ <SYMBOL FOR ABOUT> 3:00
HEADING 255
HEARD A EXPLOSION DIRECTLY OVERHEAD LOOKED AFT PLANE FUSELAGE ON
FIRE FALLING INTO OCEAN AND PLANE LOOKING LIKE F-15 (RED & WHITE)
COLORS WOKE UP CAPTAIN. HE SAW IT. 3:15 TURNED ARQUND AND WENT TO
WRECK SIGHT SAW GREEN DYE AND YELLOW BOX WITH STRING ATTACHED
FLOATING IN WATER. ABOUT THAT TIME A SEAPLANE WHITE/TWIN ENGINE
OVERFLEW US AND CIRCLED MINUTES LATER F-15 LIKE PLANE FIRE MISSLE ON
SEAPLANE EXPLOSION"
COMMENTS: SOURCE COMMENTS-1. SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION WITHIN QUOTES
IN THE ABOVE TWO STATEMENTS IS VERBATIM FROM THE ORIGINAL HAND
WRITTEN STATEMENTS.
2. NAUTICAL CHART FROM F/V TRI-LINER WITH POSITIONAL MARKINGS
FINDICATE POSITION OF FIRST A/C CRASH 23-30N, 082-17W, AND POSITION
OF SECOND A/C CRASH 23-35N, 082-17W. CHART AND ORIGINAL STATEMENTS
HELD AT MARINCEN PENDING DISPOSITION INSTRUCTIONS.
//IPSP: PG 2500; PG 2260; PG 2040; PG 2300; PGW2650//.
//COMSOBJ: 152; 212//.
PROJ: .
INST: U.S. YES.
PREP: 4-71107.
DISSEM: SENT TO: COGARD ICC; LANTAREA AI; EPIC; GROUP
MIAMI; GROUP KEY WEST.
WARNING: THIS REPORT IS UNCLASSIFIED, FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
BT
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